St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
A Faith Community Offering Hospitality, Hope and Healing
www.stpeters-smyrna.org

Sunday, May 16, 2021 – 8:00 A.M.
Announcements
Mark your Calendars:
5/17 Church Office will be opening approx. an hour late, 9:30AM.
5/19 Wednesday Healing Service, 10:00AM in the Sanctuary. Safety protocols for
COVID-19 will be followed. Advanced sign-up not required.
5/19 Virtual Quarter Auction, 7-9pm Live on Facebook (See article below)
5/23 Quarter Auction Item Winner Pick-Up 1200PM – 2:00PM
5/24 Quarter Auction Item Winner Pick-Up 6:00PM – 8:00PM
5/31 Memorial Day Office Closed
St. Peter’s is having a Virtual Quarter Auction! When: Wednesday, May 19th, 7:009:00pm. Auction will be shown on Facebook live. Purchase an All-In Paddle for just $35.00
and have the chance to win 1 or more of 60 items up for auction!! Pictures of Auction items
are available at https://www.stpeters-smyrna.org/quarter-auction-items.
For more information or to Purchase a Paddle, Contact: Shirley Biddle (508) 272-0708;
Patty Murray (302) 741-2095; Dorris Wheeler (302) 423-5047
The “Spire Newsletter” will once again be coming out monthly to your email. I will mail
out to those of you who do not have an email address as long as you let me know. Also, if
you have information you would like added in, please feel free to email it to me and I will
try my best to get it in.
Harvest Sharing (Outreach) Opportunity: The month of May is “PIC” (Personal Items
Closet) at Ewell~St. Paul’s in Clayton, St. Peter’s will be collecting items and/or monetary
donations (checks need to be made out to St. Peter’s Church with “PIC” in the memo line).
Items or Funds can be dropped off at St. Peter’s during Sunday Services or during Office
Hours. To give online, click HERE. In the Fund box, scroll down to bottom to select
OUTREACH and then in Memo line type PIC.
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St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
A Faith Community Offering Hospitality, Hope and Healing
www.stpeters-smyrna.org

Seventh Sunday of Easter: Sunday after Ascension Day
The Holy Eucharist Rite One
Sunday, May 16, 2021 – 8:00AM

The Word of God
Celebrant
People

Alleluia. Christ is risen.
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that
we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith:
Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy
mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it: Thou shalt
love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the Law and the
Prophets.
Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will towards men.
We praise thee, we bless thee, we worship thee, we glorify thee,
we give thanks to thee for thy great glory,
O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.
Thou that takest away the sins of the world, receive our prayer.
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us.
For thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord;
thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost,
art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Let us pray.

O God, the King of glory, who hast exalted thine only Son Jesus Christ with great
triumph unto thy kingdom in heaven: We beseech thee, leave us not comfortless, but send
to us thine Holy Ghost to comfort us, and exalt us unto the same place whither our Savior
Christ is gone before; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the same Holy Ghost, one
God, world without end. Amen.
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The Lessons
FIRST READING: Acts 1:15-17, 21-26
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
15

In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered about
one hundred twenty persons) and said, 16“Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which
the Holy Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for those
who arrested Jesus—17for he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this
ministry.” 21So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the
Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22beginning from the baptism of John until the day
when he was taken up from us—one of these must become a witness with us to his
resurrection.” 23So they proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as
Justus, and Matthias. 24Then they prayed and said, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart.
Show us which one of these two you have chosen 25to take the place in this ministry and
apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” 26And they cast lots
for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 1
1
Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, *
nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful!
2

Their delight is in the law of the LORD, *
and they meditate on his law day and night.

3

They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with leaves
that do not wither; *
everything they do shall prosper.

4

It is not so with the wicked; *
they are like chaff which the wind blows away.

5

Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, *
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.

6

For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, *
but the way of the wicked is doomed.

SECOND READING: 1 John 5:9-13
A Reading from the First letter of John.
9

If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is the testimony of
God that he has testified to his Son. 10Those who believe in the Son of God have the
testimony in their hearts. Those who do not believe in God have made him a liar by not
believing in the testimony that God has given concerning his Son. 11And this is the
testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12Whoever has the Son has
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life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. 13I write these things to you
who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal life.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: John 17:6-19
Priest
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People
Glory be to thee, O Lord.
[Jesus prayed for his disciples saying,] 6“I have made your name known to those whom
you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have
kept your word. 7Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; 8for the
words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know
in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9I am asking on
their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you
gave me, because they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have
been glorified in them. 11And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world,
and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me,
so that they may be one, as we are one. 12While I was with them, I protected them in your
name that you have given me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the
one destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. 13But now I am coming to
you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may have my joy made complete
in themselves. 14I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they
do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 15I am not asking you to
take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. 16They do not
belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 17Sanctify them in the truth; your
word is truth. 18As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world.
19
And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.”
Priest
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to thee, O Christ.

THE SERMON
THE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
Page 4 of 9

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church;
That we all may be one.
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.
Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against thee in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved thee with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in thy will, and walk in thy
ways, to the glory of thy Name. Amen.
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Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of
sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy
upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all
goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him.
Come unto me, all ye that travail and are heavy laden, and I will refresh you.

Matthew 11:28

THE PEACE
Celebrant
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And with thy spirit.

The Holy Communion
OFFERTORY SENTENCE
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.
Ephesians 5:2
All things come of thee, O Lord…
The Vestry of St. Peter’s, wishes to thank all who are able to maintain their pledges and
gifts to the Church during these challenging times. Offerings may be mailed to the
Church office or made online using the information included:
To financial contribute to our ministry, click on https://onrealm.org/StPetersSmyrna/Give
to give online OR text RISENCHRIST $amount (ex: RISENCHRIST $30) to 73256 to
give by phone. Thank you in advance for your generosity!
Celebrant:
People:

All things come of Thee, O Lord
And of Thine Own, have we given Thee. Amen.

Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up unto the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is meet and right so to do.

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places,
give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God.
But chiefly are we bound to praise thee for the glorious resurrection of thy Son Jesus
Christ our Lord; for he is the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and hath
taken away the sin of the world; who by his death hath destroyed death, and by his rising
to life again hath won for us everlasting life.

Page 6 of 9

Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and
magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying,
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts:
Heaven and earth are full of thy glory.
Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High.
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and earth, and
didst make us in thine own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son
Jesus Christ to take our nature upon him, and to suffer death upon the cross for our
redemption. He made there a full and perfect sacrifice for the whole world; and did
institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that his
precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again.
For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks
to thee, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is
shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in
remembrance of me.”
Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make, with these
thy holy gifts which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to
make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty
resurrection and glorious ascension; and looking for his coming again with power and
great glory.
And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with thy Word and
Holy Spirit, to bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they may be unto us
the Body and Blood of thy dearly-beloved Son Jesus Christ.
And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving, whereby we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and
bodies. Grant, we beseech thee, that all who partake of this Holy Communion may
worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, and be filled
with thy grace and heavenly benediction; and also that we and all thy whole Church may
be made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him; through the same
Jesus Christ our Lord;
By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor and
glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
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And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
The Gifts of God for the People of God.
A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express their desire
to receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from actually
receiving Holy Communion. If you are watching from home, please say the following prayer:

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar.
I love you above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot receive you in
the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and
strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you.
May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen.
Let us pray.
Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us,
in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood
of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and
goodness towards us; and that we are very members incorporate in the mystical
body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs,
through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly
Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship,
and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory,
world without end. Amen.
BLESSING
The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and remain with
you always. Amen.
People

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.
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Participants
Celebrant: The Rev. Donna Jean Kiessling, Rector
Reader: Shirley Biddle
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Thank you for worshipping virtually with St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in Smyrna,
Delaware this morning! Your presence and participation are important to us.
The video of this service will be posted to our Facebook page at St. Peters Smyrna as
well as on the homepage of our website: www.stpeters-smyrna.org.
Stewardship Reflection: 7 Easter: Part of Acts: 1 talks about the naming of a new Apostle
to replace Judas. The Disciples named two men who “went in and out among us”, and
asked God, who knows all hearts, to assist them in their choice. Suppose you were in that
situation today. What in your heart would tell God about your love and giving and service
to Him?
Prayers for this Week
All Members and Friends who have asked for our prayers
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: St. Paul’s Church, Camden
Anglican Cycle of Prayer: The Anglican Church of Korea
Smyrna/Clayton Ministerium Cycle of Prayer: Kenton U.M. Church
Parish Cycle of Prayer: Kitty & David Holtz
Catherine Huidekoper
Welfare of the World: Healing for all those infected with the Coronavirus; Consolation for
Loved Ones of those who have Died during this pandemic; For the efficient and widespread
distribution of the vaccines and medication to help those who are ill; and ALL medical staff
and First Responders.

Aumbry Candle
Given to the Glory of God and
In Memory of Norma, Dave & Dave Jr. Hyer and Peg & John Jacobs
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