St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
22 N. Union Street, Smyrna, Delaware 19977

A Faith Community Offering Hospitality, Hope and Healing

www.stpeters-smyrna.org
Last Sunday after the Epiphany
The Holy Eucharist Rite Two
Sunday, February 14, 2021 – 9:00 A.M.
PRELUDE: “Trompette Brillante, Antonio Vivaldi”

Arranged by Mark L. Williams

The Word of God
PROCESSIONAL HYMN: When morning gilds the skies (Laudes Domini)
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People

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

O God, who before the passion of your only-begotten Son revealed his glory upon the
holy mountain: Grant to us that we, beholding by faith the light of his countenance, may
be strengthened to bear our cross, and be changed into his likeness from glory to glory;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lessons
FIRST READING: 2 Kings 2:1-12
A Reading from the Second book of Kings.
1

Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and
Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the LORD has
sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I
will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. 3The company of prophets who were in
Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take
your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 4Elijah said to
him, “Elisha, stay here; for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As the LORD
lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5The
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company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered,
“Yes, I know; be silent.” 6Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me
to the Jordan.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave
you.” So the two of them went on. 7Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and
stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. 8Then Elijah
took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side
and to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground. 9When they had crossed,
Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I am taken from you.”
Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10He responded, “You
have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be
granted you; if not, it will not.” 11As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire
and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into
heaven. 12Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and
its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore
them in two pieces.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 50:1-6
1
The LORD, the God of gods, has spoken; *
he has called the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting.
2

Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, *
God reveals himself in glory.

3

Our God will come and will not keep silence; *
before him there is a consuming flame, and round about him a raging storm.

4

He calls the heavens and the earth from above *
to witness the judgment of his people.

5

“Gather before me my loyal followers, *
those who have made a covenant with me and sealed it with sacrifice.”

6

Let the heavens declare the rightness of his cause; *
for God himself is judge.

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 4:3-6
A Reading from Paul's Second letter to the Church in Corinth.
3

If our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4In their case the god of
this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of
the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5For we do not proclaim
ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake.
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For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
6

Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SEQUENCE HYMN O wondrous type! O vision fair (Wareham) [All Verses]
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GOSPEL: Mark 9:2-9
Priest
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
People
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
2

Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain apart, by
themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3and his clothes became dazzling white,
such as no one on earth could bleach them. 4And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses,
who were talking with Jesus. 5Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here;
let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6He did not
know what to say, for they were terrified. 7Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the
cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” 8Suddenly when
they looked around, they saw no one with them anymore, but only Jesus. 9As they were
coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, until
after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.
Priest
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON
THE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
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and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church;
That we all may be one.
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.
Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (revised)
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants
give you humble thanks for all your goodness and loving kindness to us and to all
whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world
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by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your presence,
that as we lament our separation from one another during this time of disease, we
may continually show forth your praise, not only with our lips,
but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service, and by walking before you in
holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom,
with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We
are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.
Celebrant
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The Holy Communion
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.
Ephesians 5:2
“All things come of thee, O Lord…
The Vestry of St. Peter’s, wishes to thank all who are able to maintain their pledges and
gifts to the Church during these challenging times. Offerings may be mailed to the
Church office or made online using the information included:
To financial contribute to our ministry, click on https://onrealm.org/StPetersSmyrna/Give
to give online OR text RISENCHRIST $amount (ex: RISENCHRIST $30) to 73256 to
give by phone. Thank you in advance for your generosity!
ANTHEM: “Children of the Heavenly Father”
Arranged by Robert Lau; Tune: Tryggare Kan Ingen Vara, Swedish folk tune

The Great Thanksgiving
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Celebrant:
People:

All things come of Thee, O Lord
And of Thine Own, have we given Thee. Amen.

Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth.
Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have caused a new light to shine in
our hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory in the face of your Son Jesus Christ our
Lord.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us,
to reconcile us to you, the God and maker of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
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Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son,
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at
the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for ever.
AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
The Gifts of God for the People of God.
A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express their desire to receive
Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from actually receiving Holy
Communion.

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar.
I love you above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot receive you in
the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and
strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you.
May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen.
COMMUNION HYMN Alleluia! sing to Jesus (Hyfrydol)
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Let us pray.
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be
gracious to you. The Lord lift up the light of his countenance upon you and give you
peace; in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.
RECESSIONAL HYMN Ye watchers and ye holy ones (Lasst uns erfreuen)
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DISMISSAL
People

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: “Choral” By: Johann Sebastian Bach
Service: From riteplanning.com. Copyright © 2021 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved.
Hymns: When Morning gilds the skies: Words, Music in the Public Domain. O wondrous type! O vision
fair: Words, Music in the Public Domain. Alleluia! Sing to Jesus!: Words, Music in the Public Domain.
Ye watches and ye holy ones: Words, Music in the Public Domain. Subscriptions: riteplanning.com
#SB157752, expires 3/31/2021 and ONE LICENSE Annual License with Podcasting #A-736373, expires
8/26/2021. All rights reserved.
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Participants
Celebrant: The Rev. Donna Jean Kiessling, Rector
Music Minister: Bonnie Forgacs
Choir: Dawn Arnold
Reader: Pat Womelsdorf
Thank you for worshipping virtually with St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in Smyrna,
Delaware this morning! Your presence and participation are important to us.
The video of this service will be posted to our Facebook page at St. Peters Smyrna as
well as on the homepage of our website: www.stpeters-smyrna.org.
Stewardship Reflection: Last Epiphany "Farewell to Alleluia" Sunday is an ironic
reminder to us that the journey of stewards includes not only the "up" celebrations of
Christmas and Epiphany, but also calls us to intentional sharing in Christ's journey to
Jerusalem and the Cross. How will you strengthen your spiritual and stewardship life
during this approaching Lent?

Prayers for this Week
All Members and Friends who have asked for our prayers
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: The Joint Leadership Team in the ECD
Anglican Cycle of Prayer: The Anglican Church of Canada
Smyrna/Clayton Ministerium Cycle of Prayer: Centennial United Methodist Church
Parish Cycle of Prayer: Jim & Becky Correll
Ken Correll
Welfare of the World: Healing for all those infected with the Coronavirus; Consolation for
Loved Ones of those who have Died during this pandemic; For the efficient and widespread
distribution of the vaccines and medication to help those who are ill; and ALL medical staff
and First Responders.

Aumbry Candle
Given to the Glory of God
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Announcements
Information on the messenger RNA (mRNA) vaccine in this article: Why mRNA
Vaccines so Exciting.
FOR DELAWAREANS 65 YEARS OR OLDER: Requests for appointments
for Delaware Division of Public Health vaccination events are now being taken
at vaccinerequest.delaware.gov.
It is highly recommended the online system be used, but those without computer
access may call the COVID-19 Vaccine Call Center at 1-833-643-1715 and a call
center operator can assist you in making the initial request.

Harvest Sharing (Outreach) Opportunity: In January and February we will be collecting
funds for the Smyrna Emergency Fund administered by the Smyrna-Clayton Ministerium.
Funds can be sent or dropped off to St. Peter’s marked for the “Emergency Fund.” We’re
working on getting a Harvest Sharing fund set up online for you to donate online. Stay
tuned for more details later.
Our Church Office is open by Appointment. Please call the office Monday through
Thursday from 8:30AM to 12:30PM or contact Mo. Donna Jean. Please do not hesitate to
call if you need something.
Virtual AA Meetings Available: Many AA groups are no longer able to meet in-person due
to restrictions surrounding the coronavirus. Please spread the word that virtual AA
meetings are available on the e-AA website.
The Episcopal Church in Delaware has a COVID-19 response page that includes all of
the bishop's responses, State of Emergency and all modifications, worship service
information, parish and worship resources, news from the Episcopal Church, and public
health information. It can be found by following this link: https://delaware.church/covid19-response/

Happy Valentine’s Day!
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