St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
22 N. Union Street, Smyrna, Delaware 19977

A Faith Community Offering Hospitality, Hope and Healing

www.stpeters-smyrna.org
Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ
The Holy Eucharist Rite Two
Thursday, December 24, 2020 – 4:00 P.M.
Christmas Eve Family Service with Pageant
PRELUDE: “Lo How a Rose e’er Blooming” Music: Es ist ein Ros, melody from
Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengesäng, harm. Michael Praetorius

The Word of God
PROCESSIONAL O come, all ye faithful (Adeste fideles)
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People

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Celebrant
The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Celebrant
Let us pray.
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O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son Jesus Christ:
Grant that we, who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure confidence
behold him when he comes to be our Judge; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Christmas Program: "The Greatest Gift of Christmas"
Narrator –
Santa –
Mrs. Claus -

Shirley Biddle
Paul Buckley
Paula Buckley

ANTHEM: Of the Father's Love Begotten
Words: Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius (348-410?); tr. John Mason Neale (1818-1866) and Henry
Williams Baker (1821-1877). Music: Divinum mysterium, Sanctus trope, 11th cent.

Instrumental

CAROL: The Snow Lay on the Ground
Words: Source unknown, 19th cent. Music: Venite adoremus, melody adapt. Charles Winfred Douglas
(1867-1944). In the Public Domain

The snow lay on the ground, the stars shone bright,
when Christ our Lord was born on Christmas night.
Venite adoremus Dominum. Venite adoremus Dominum.
Venite adoremus Dominum. Venite adoremus Dominum.

ANTHEM: You Green and Glittering Tree, Good Day
C.E.F. Weyse

Solo: Mrs. Dawn Arnold
ANTHEM: O Star O'er Bethlehem Shining
Traditional Polish

Solo: Ms. Bonnie Forgacs
ANTHEM: The Little Drummer Boy
Words and Music by Katherine Davis, Henry Onorati, and Harry Simeone

Duet: Mrs. Dawn Arnold and Ms. Bonnie Forgacs
CAROL: I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day
J. Baptiste Calkin

I heard the Bells on Christmas day, their old familiar carols play,
And wild and sweet the words repeat of peace on earth, good will to men.
ANTHEM: One Little Candle
Words and Music by J. Malloy Roach and George Mysels

Solo: Mrs. Dawn Arnold
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CAROL: While shepherds watched their flocks by night (Hampton)
Arranged from George F. Handel

While shepherds watched their flocks by night,
all seated on the ground,
the angel of the Lord came down,
and glory shone around. And glory shone around.
CAROL: Angels we have heard on high (Gloria)
Arranged from George F. Handel

Angels we have heard on high, singing sweetly through the night,
and the mountains in reply echoing their brave delight. Gloria in excelsis Deo.
CAROL: What child is this, who, laid to rest (Greensleeves)
William Chatterton Dix; Tune: Greensleeves, English melody. In the Public Domain

What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary's lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping?
Refrain:

This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; haste,
haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary.
Why lies he in such mean estate where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear: for sinners here the silent Word is pleading.
So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh, come, peasant, king, to own him;
the King of kings salvation brings, let loving hearts enthrone him.

CAROL: Away in a manger, no crib for his bed (Cradle Song)
Traditional Carol, Tune: Cradle Song, melody William James Kirkpatrick. In the Public Domain.

Away in a manger, no crib for his bed,
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.
The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,
but little Lord Jesus no crying he makes.
I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,
and stay by my side until morning is nigh.
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay
close by me for ever, and love me I pray.
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,
and fit us for heaven to live with thee there.
HOMILY
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Celebrant
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The Holy Communion
Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to the Lord.

“All things come of thee, O Lord…
The Vestry of St. Peter’s wishes to thank all who are able to maintain their pledges and
gifts to the Church during these challenging times. Offerings may be mailed to the Church
office or made online using the information included:
To financial contribute to our ministry, click on https://onrealm.org/StPetersSmyrna/Give
to give online OR text RISENCHRIST $amount (ex: RISENCHRIST $30) to 73256 to
give by phone. Thank you in advance for your generosity!
CONGREGATIONAL HYMN: Go Tell It on the Mountain
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Celebrant: All things come of Thee, O Lord
People:
And of Thine Own, have we given Thee. Amen.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant.
From before time you made ready the creation.
Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into being:
sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing.
You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your ways.
But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away;
and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us.
Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love.
And so this day we join with Saints and Angels
in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity,
lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing (say):
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God.
To deliver us from the power of sin and death and to reveal the riches of your grace,
you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant,
that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God.
Living among us, Jesus loved us.
He broke bread with outcasts and sinners,
healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor.
He yearned to draw all the world to himself
yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love.
Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross
the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you.
On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends.
He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said:
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine.
Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and said:
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation,
and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, who was and is and is to come,
we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice.
Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ.
Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation,
the Body of Christ given for the world you have made.
In the fullness of time bring us, with Joseph, Mary, and all your saints,
from every tribe and language and people and nation,
to feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world.
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise,
for ever and ever. AMEN
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
The Gifts of God for the People of God.
A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express their desire to receive
Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from actually receiving Holy
Communion.

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar.
I love you above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot receive you in
the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and
strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you.
May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen.
COMMUNION HYMN O little town of Bethlehem (St. Louis)
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Let us pray.
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
CHRISTMAS BLESSING
May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this holy
season, scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his holiness.
Amen.
May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior's birth, fill you
with joy, and make you heralds of the Gospel. Amen.
May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give
you his peace and favor. Amen.
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you
and remain among you for ever. Amen.
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RECESSIONAL HYMN Silent Night (Stille Nacht)

DISMISSAL
People

Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
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POSTLUDE: "Joy to the World" by Matthew McConnell, Tune: Antioch by Lowell Mason
Service: From riteplanning.com. Copyright © 2020 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved.
Hymns: O come, all ye faithful: Words, Music in the Public Domain. Go tell it on the mountain: Words,
Music in the Public Domain. O little town of Bethlehem: Words, Music in the Public Domain. Silent
night, holy night: Words, Music in the Public Domain. Joy to the World: Words, Music in the Public
Domain. Subscriptions: riteplanning.com #SB157752, expires 3/31/2021 and ONE LICENSE Annual
License with Podcasting #A-736373, expires 8/26/2021. All rights reserved.

Participants
Celebrant: The Rev. Donna Jean Kiessling, Rector
Music Minister: Mrs. Bonnie Forgacs
Choir Member: Mrs. Dawn Arnold

Aumbry Candle
Given to the Glory of God and In Honor of the Incarnation of Our Lord, Jesus Christ and
In Memory of Dave, Norma & Dave Jr. Hyer and John & Peg Jacobs
By: Evy & Dave Jacobs

2020 CHRISTMAS FLOWER MEMORIALS/HONORS
The Church has been adorned for Christmas with beautiful flowers
through gifts to the Glory of God and in Loving Memory of:

†

John L. Biddle, Austin & Emma Pase, Ralph & Betty Biddle, Aunt Shirley Biddle,
Joy and Gene Handsberry
By: Shirley P. Biddle

†

Norma, Dave, Dave Jr., Hyer, Peg, John, Bob & Jane Jacobs, Delores & Rick Chapman
By: Evy & Dave Jacobs

†

Robert, Helen & Donna Womelsdorf, Paul & Marion Barr, Barbara Salvadore,
Kathy Bruno, Will Bruno, Pamela Buckley
By: Patricia & David Womelsdorf

†

Cummins & Marjorie W. Speakman, George & Nellie Walls, Walter W. Speakman, Jr., Walter
W. & Virginia W. Speakman, James and Sylvia Vaughn, Fred & Sylvia Harris, Townsend &
Ada Vaughn, Christopher E. Wilson
By: Jim & Missy Vaughn

†

I. H. Merrill, Florence R. Merrill, Alfred Merrill, Alfred M. Shane, Emma Shane, Robert Jenkins,
Mary Ellen Jenkins, James A. Blanchfield, Jane Jacobs, Rachel Guy, Ed Gillespie,
Paul Wagner, Donnie Uhlendorff, John H. Long, Tina Isaacs, Ann Childs, Evelyn Magill
By: Bob, Terry & Chris Merrill

†

Munnie & Pop-Pop Heinold, Jerry & Betty Heinold, Sr.
By: Jerry & Linda Heinold, Jr.
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†

Dustin Sanders, William, Tessie & Jim Kwiatkowski, John & Anna Sanders, John H. Read Jr.,
John & Gloria Read, Konstanty & Antonette Rodowicz, Frank & Mary Kwiatkowski
By: Mary & Jim Sanders and Family

†

Ronald, Shirley & Michael Brown, Victor & Jerusha Brown, Howard, Raymond, Barbara,
James, Jack Brown, Joe & Viola Duslak, Leslie & Florence McIntyre, Chris McIntyre,
Josephine Zaleski, Helen & Matt Anton, Charlotte Mathis
By: Leroy Brown & Stan McIntyre

†

Alice Taylor, Theresa Bines
By: Terri Anderson

†

William S. & Virginia M. Kruchen, Christopher Gell, Anna & A. Temple Carter, Jr.,
Lynn Huidekoper Dethlefs, Doris “Bunny” Moore
By: Catherine Huidekoper and Georgia & Temple Carter

† Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Schultz, Mr. & Mrs. Robert Decker
By: The Decker Family

†

Mr. & Mrs. Wesley Conley, Mrs. Jean Wothers, Mrs. Jane Dunning
By: Wes & Pat Conley

†

Our Grandparents, Pamela Buckley, Kenny Warren, Chris McCann, Kathy & Will Bruno,
Fr. Michael Mayer, Carol Gares
By: Patty, Scott, Casey & Brett Murray

†

John & Tilley Slicher, Carl & Grace Pickel, Carl & Marie Pickel
By: Bill & Linda Slicher

†

Kenneth T. Cosbey, Charles L. Beem, Mark & Marie-Elizabeth Dyer, Matthew Dyer, Pam & Calvin
Adams, D. Gilbert Sweeney, S.J., Joseph A. Paquet, S.J., William A. Barry, S.J.
By: Mo. DJ

†

C. Fred Heinold, Jr., Frances P. Heinold Newell, David I. Newell, C. Fred Heinold, Sr.,
Florence K. Heinold
By: Linda & Brian Muelenaer

†

Pamela Jean Buckley, Kathy Bruno, Barbara Salvadore, John Buckley, Ruth & Chris Doyle,
Tim & Dotti Stafford, Bill Jenkins, Our Parents and Grandparents
By: Paul & Paula Buckley

The Church has been adorned for Christmas with beautiful flowers
through your gifts given To the Glory of God and In Honor of:

†

All Volunteer Firefighters & First Responders
By: Bob, Terry & Chris Merrill

†

John, Katy & Miles Huidekoper
By: Catherine Huidekoper and Georgia & Temple Carter

†

Our 5 Grandchildren: Casey, Alexis, Brett, Jacob & Samantha
By: Paul & Paula Buckley
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Announcements

We wish you, and those for whom you pray,
a Holy Christmas & a hope-filled New Year!
Thank you for worshipping virtually with St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in Smyrna,
Delaware this evening! Your presence and participation are important to us. Please feel
free to leave us a comment.
The video of this service will be posted to our Facebook page at St. Peters Smyrna as
well as on the homepage of our website: www.stpeters-smyrna.org.
Stewardship Reflection: Christmas: “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth to
those whom he favors”. And we are among the favored ones. He has showered us with
blessings too many to count - and now at Christmas time, we remember the glorious gift
of his Son. In how many ways can we offer thanks and gratitude for this awesome gift?
Virtual AA Meetings Available: Many AA groups are no longer able to meet in-person due
to restrictions surrounding the coronavirus. Please spread the word that virtual AA
meetings are available on the e-AA website.
The Episcopal Church in Delaware has a COVID-19 response page that includes all of the
bishop's responses, State of Emergency and all modifications, worship service information,
parish and worship resources, news from the Episcopal Church, and public health
information. It can be found by following this link: https://delaware.church/covid-19response/.
Our Church Office is open by Appointment. Please call the office Monday through
Thursday from 8:30AM to 12:30PM or contact Mo. Donna Jean. Please do not hesitate to
call if you need something.
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January 17, 2021 is our Annual Meeting. We will have 1 service (Facebook Live) at
9:00am (Rite II), with the meeting starting at 10:00am by Zoom.
Deadline for Annual reports: Thursday, January 7th.
Please submit them to the Church office. Thanks.

Join St. Peter's Episcopal Church for a Virtual Christmas Sing-along
December 31st from 7pm to 8pm
A donation of $10 to St. Peter's will enter you into several door prize
drawings for gift cards worth $50 to $100 each.
To enter for the drawings, contact:
Shirley Biddle at 508.272.0708 or the Church Office at 302.653.9691
To Join our Sing-along go online to St. Peter's Facebook page at:
Link to Live Video of Sing-along
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