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Rector’s Reflections – Annual Address 

2018 closed in the church history books as another 
great year of active ministry for us. I thank each one of 
you. It takes all of us answering God’s call to be 
faithful. The church is not the buildings. It’s people who 
love God, believe in God’s vision for a better world, 
and are willing to use their hands, feet and resources 
from their ‘enough’ to help make a difference. We 
make a difference by being faithful to God in following 
Jesus and helping the person God puts in front of us. 

We held all our usual ministry events successfully. We 
had eleven candidates to present to our new bishop on 
his first official visit. And we had several neighbors 
attend our block party. 

One of those neighbors alerted us a couple weeks 
later to the fact that people were using our courtyard 
with the outdoor altar to transact drug deals. This 
helped us realize that we needed to improve our 
lighting in that area to be good neighbors in helping to 
keep this neighborhood safe.  

Our church was used in three events connected with 
the 250th Anniversary of the Town of Smyrna: the 
Spring Tea, hosting the First State Harmonizer 
barbershop quartet, and the Historic Church tours. 
Thanks to our knowing Bob Merrill, we got to enjoy the 
Rumford Drum and Trumpet Corp as an added bonus 
on Sunday, July 1st. 

Also thanks to Bob’s love of this church, we received 
publicity twice during the year for our cemetery. First, 
with the visiting British band playing Last Post for our 
British Royal Air Force pilot, Air Commodore Ronald 
Swain. And second, with the installation and dedication 
of our church historic marker—which was a long time 
coming for St. Peter’s. 

We stepped out of our comfort zone this year in 
overseeing the first time addition of a craft fair to the 
car show the Smyrna Clayton Rotary Club does as 
their fundraiser. What seemed like a good idea on 
paper became confusing in real life. We did receive 
over $700 for our ministries and I thank Shirley Biddle 
for her willingness to do something different. 

Our Fundraising team again exceeded our 
expectations by netting additional revenue of 
$13,105.06 for our ministries and do so in ways that 
created great fellowship and fun. Thank you to all the 

team members listed on page 20 of our report. 
Thanks also to each person who took time, 
resources, and energy to participate and make a 
difference. 

No year is without its challenges; however, 2018 was 
a definite improvement over 2017. We began the 
year needing to do our fourth organist search in my 
tenure and ended the year needing to get our organ 
playable. Both goals were successfully achieved 
within three to four months. It’s good to start 2019 
with Phyllis as our musician and the sounds of our 
pipe organ.  

We also had several large tree limbs blow down in 
two different wind storms. We learned our liability 
insurance for the cemetery only covers repairs to the 
tombstones. And one tombstone and one corner 
marker were repaired and covered by our insurance. 
We had to pay to cut up and remove the very large 
tree limbs, which increased our cemetery expenses 
this year to slightly over $10,000. For as large as our 
property is and the unpredictability in today’s world, 
the challenges of 2018 were very manageable. 

Now moving onto 2019. At one of our diocesan 
clergy gatherings, Bishop Brown stated that he 
listened his first year to what people were saying in 
all of the parishes in the diocese. One of the top 
concerns was the need for parishes to grow in 
people.  

Bishop Brown stated that he has heard that concern, 
he agrees with the parishes, and has made church 
growth a priority in the diocese. He believes the 
conference held this past October, called Invite—
Welcome—Connect, would give a common language 
for the parishes and diocese to talk about and work 
on church growth. 

Church growth happens when parishes are focused 
on people and relationships to provide workable 
solutions for enhancing personal and communal 
relationships. We are creatures of habit and we don’t 
change a habit or behavior until what we are 
currently doing no longer works for us. 

Jesus, our Risen Lord, walked this earth as a human 
being and gave us God’s solution for all our problems: 
love one another as Jesus has loved us. Love is the 
solution our world and society longs for and 
desperately needs.  
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Presiding Bishop Michael Curry has coined the phrase 
the Way of Love and provided seven habits to 
establish and strengthen that Way: turn, learn, pray, 
worship, bless, go, rest.  

In my humble opinion, the Church is the best human 
institution to help people in loving. In the image of the 
raising of Lazarus, the Church is to be in the business 
of unbinding people. The Church fails when it stops 
following Jesus and joins society in binding individuals 
or specific groups. 

Bishop Brown pictures prioritizing relationships like 
growing a garden. The soil of our hearts needs to be 
prepared. Then seeds of love need to be planted. The 
soil with the seeds needs to be tended with water, 
light, and prevention of disease. And finally, the ripe 
fruit of love and healthy relationships needs to be 
harvested. 

My vision for St. Peter’s Church in Smyrna in 2019 is 
to focus on growing relationships—between one 
another within the parish, inviting those outside into our 
relationships, and providing tools to those in need in 
the community to improve the relationships in their life.  

Our mission statement of being A Faith Community 
Offering Hospitality, Hope and Healing has already 
prepared our hearts, as a faith community, to live the 
Way of Love. However, we do have an ingrained habit 
of how we think of ourselves, our ministries, and our 
property that would be well served to become more 
open and welcoming. 

The report on page 22 entitled Ministry Names for the 
21st Century provides a chart showing on the left 
current church words for which we all have automatic 
images of what they mean along with new words on 
the right that open up our minds and will be more 
inviting and welcoming to new people who may be 
unchurched. 

Now you may wonder if I’ve lost my mind with the first 
one in talking about our cemetery as Welcoming Rest. 
The word cemetery immediately sends the word ‘dead’ 
into our minds followed by the phrase ‘let’s avoid that.’ 
Whereas the phrase ‘welcoming rest’ does not do 
either. 

Our cemetery is a ministry to the community as a 
Christian place of burial. We are one of two primary 
Church cemeteries in Smyrna. I guarantee you every 
person will rest someplace until at least the bodily 
resurrection occurs at the second coming of Jesus. So, 
why not welcome rest in St. Peter’s cemetery? 

When we focus on creating it to be a place of 
welcoming rest, then we will dream of opportunities to 
make it inviting and welcoming to those who are living. 
I still believe we need to establish a driveway in the 
unused section of the cemetery in the near future to 
easily get to graves for funerals as well as visiting.  

In addition, more people are being cremated these 
days. Establishing a memorial garden around and near 
the trees where ashes can be scattered or buried, 
marked with little plaques, for a very reasonable cost 
would be of value to people who want a resting place 
for their loved one to visit yet can’t afford the cost of a 
full plot.  

We want our cemetery to be a place where people in 
Smyrna want to welcome their rest. That’s being good 
stewards and using the gift of our cemetery as a 
ministry with a relational focus.  

Words really do matter. What immediately comes to 
your mind when I say ‘evangelism’? Versus when I say 
‘inviting’? Each of the new names for our ministries 
immediately focuses us on the relational purpose and 
goal that is an aspect of the Christian Way of Love.  

In 2019 I hope you will join me in changing the 
language we use to think and talk about how we live 
and work together as a parish family. It will make a 
difference in how we think, care, and use our property 
and talents. It will also help us more fully live together 
as one large family-of-choice always with room to 
welcome more. Then our ministry potential and 
possibilities will be rich and abundant. 

In closing, in 2019 I intend as your spiritual leader to 
focus on ministries of hope and healing. We will be 
offering 12-step groups for Christians that will use the 
12-steps as a rule of life for living life on life’s terms. 
The 12-steps are all based on the Bible and with a 
Christian focus will have Jesus as our Higher Power.  

This will be a way of connecting those interested into 
small groups within the parish. It will also be a way to 
invite those in the community into our welcoming space 
where they can experience their relationships 
improving. Those who don’t have a church community 
may choose to join ours. 

I would also like to start a monthly weeknight healing 
service which would have a guided meditation as the 
sermon where people can encounter our Risen Lord to 
ask for and experience healing in their own lives.  

Finally, I will be writing to the chaplain at the prison in 
Smyrna to start 12-step meetings with a Christian focus 
there as well as do a similar healing service there. 

We live in a world where it is easy to become wounded 
and carry unhealthy baggage through life. I believe the 
Church ought to be the first place people go for 
spiritual healing and unbinding.  

I believe our small corner of the world can be made 
more whole and loving. I also know God will 
abundantly bless this focus and ministry in ways we 
haven’t yet imagined.  

2019 is going to be a year of possibilities, opportunity 
and blessing. I consider it a privilege to live and 
experience it with you. 
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†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥† 
 

Highlights from 1/20/2019 Vestry Meeting 

This is always a brief meeting that follows the Annual 
Parish meeting with the primary goal of electing 
officers and delegates and alternates to Diocesan 
Convention. 

 Welcomed new Vestry member Terri Anderson and 
returning Vestry members Dawn Edward for her 
second term and Mary Sanders for her first full 
term.  

 Elected Jim Vaughn as Senior Warden. 

 Elected Paul Buckley as Junior Warden. 

 Elected Bob Merrill as Treasurer.  

 Elected Lisa Embert as Vestry Secretary. 

 Elected for 2020 Diocesan Convention, Dawn 
Edwards and Bill Walker as Delegates; Elizabeth 
Edwards as Youth Delegate; Kelvin Arnold and 
Wayne Burris as Alternates; and Jason Triviets as 
Youth Alternate. 

 Provided list of ministry teams needing Vestry 
leadership. Will discuss at the February meeting. 

 Next meeting is Sunday, February 17, following 
10:00 AM service and coffee hour. 

†††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††† 
 

Vestry Members 
January 2020 January 2021 January 2022 
Shirley Biddle Elvis Belle Terri Anderson 
Ray DePhillis Paul Buckley Dawn Edwards 

Dorris Wheeler Jim Vaughn Mary Sanders 
2019 Officers: 

Jim Vaughn, Sr. Warden Paul Buckley, Jr. Warden 
Bob Merrill, Treasurer Lisa Embert, Secretary 

 

☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺† 
 

Mark your Calendars: 
2/3 “Souper Bowl” of Caring Sunday (all month) 
2/9 Parish Hall rented (all day) 
2/12 Preschool 4’s Birthday Blessings, 9:15am 
2/14 Happy Valentine’s Day! 
 Preschool 4’s Birthday Blessings, 9:15am 
2/16 Potluck Dinner @ 5:00pm with Program:  
 Health – Shirley Biddle 
2/19 Godly Play with Preschool 4’s, 9:15am 
2/19 Diocesan Meetings, 2-6:30pm in Common Rm 
2/23 I ♥ Smyrna School District, 8am – 2:30pm 
2/23 Parish Hall being rented (all day)  
 

“Save the Date” - April 5th for the Annual Quarter Action 
@ Mamie Warren Sr Center at 7pm. More info to come!   

 

 
Our Thanks this month go to… 

Everyone who brought a dish to share at our Potluck 
Dinner on Jan. 12 and/or helped set up and clean up. 

Kathy Steele for all her work in compiling the Annual 
Report for our parish meeting. 

Terri Anderson and Mary Sanders for agreeing to 
serve on Vestry and Dawn Edwards for agreeing to 
serve a second term. 

Jim Vaughn, Sr. Warden; Paul Buckley, Jr. Warden; 
Bob Merrill, Treasurer; and Lisa Embert, Vestry 
Secretary for agreeing to serve as officers in 2019. 

Becky Cronin for continuing to serve as our 
Bookkeeper in 2019. 

Dorris Wheeler for coordinating the set up for our 
luncheon after our Annual Meeting; Danny & Dorothy 
Andrew for setting out the food; and Everyone who 
brought a dish to share. 

For those who represented St. Peter’s at Diocesan 
Convention on January 25 and 26: Delegates Dawn 
Edwards, Patty Murray, and Kody Edwards; and 
Alternates Pat Womelsdorf, Kelvin Arnold, and 
Elisabeth Edwards.  

Yvonne Belle, Neda Biggs, Wayne Burris, Charlotte 
Costello, Kody Edwards, Allison Gallo, and Monica 
Holmes for volunteering to serve as licensed 
Eucharistic Ministers and Shirley Biddle, Paul 
Buckley, Jim Cronin, Dawn Edwards, Allison 
Embert, Stan McIntyre, Doug Miller, Larry 
Thornton, Harold Warnett, David & Pat 
Womelsdorf, and Duane & Kathy Young for 
continuing in this ministry. 

Terri Anderson, Neda Biggs, Charlotte Costello, 
and Mary Sanders for volunteering to serve as 
licensed Eucharistic Visitors and for Paul & Paula 
Buckley and Pat Womelsdorf for continuing in this 
ministry. 

†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥ 

Happy Valentine’s Day!  
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Outreach for 2019 

Thank you for supporting our monthly Outreach 
Projects in 2018.  We had a busy year and it is our 
hope that we have made a difference in our community.  
Our monthly schedule for 2019 will be the same as in 
2018 and we will continue our on-going Outreach 
projects as well.  The project for each month is listed 
below.  If you have suggestions for Outreach projects, 
please contact me.   

May we all have a giving heart in 2019! 
Mary Sanders 
(302)-659-1466 

 

Matthew 25:35-45 
35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I 
was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a 
stranger and you invited me in,36 I needed clothes and you 
clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in 
prison and you came to visit me.’ 
37 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we 
see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you 
something to drink?38 When did we see you a stranger and 

invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39 When 

did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ 
40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for 
one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you 
did for me.’ 
 

January – P.I.C. (Personal care/household cleaning 
items) Ewell~St. Paul’s Church, Clayton  

February –“Souper Bowl of Caring” (funds 
collected), Smyrna-Clayton Ministerium  

March –  Food of the Month (food items), Food 
Pantry at Asbury U.M. Church, Smyrna  

April –  PIC (personal care/household cleaning 
items) Ewell St. Paul’s, Clayton ERD  
Episcopal Relief and Development -ERD 
(funds collected) Lent Project  

May –  Food of the Month (food items), Food 
Pantry at Asbury U.M. Church, Smyrna  

June – Home of the Brave (wish list items) 
Veterans Home, Milford  

July –  Food of the Month (food items) Food Pantry 
at Asbury U.M. Church, Smyrna  
Alex’s Lemonade (funds) 4th of July Event, 
funds for Children’s Cancer Research  

August –  Back Pack Project for North Smyrna 
Elementary School  

September – Kent County Animal Shelter (wish list 
items), Camden  

October –  Thanksgiving Dinner (funds & breakfast 
food items), Smyrna/Clayton Ministerium 

November – DHCI Christmas for Residents (wish list 
items) Smyrna  

December – Veterans United Outreach of Delaware 
(Gift Cards) 

†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥† 

 
February Harvest Sharing – 
 “Souper-Bowl-of-Caring” 

During the month of February, a large Soup Pot will be 
at the front of the church for monetary donations to go 
to the Smyrna-Clayton Ministerium.  The Ministerium 
has served the community for 50 plus years by 
providing assistance to organizations that provide food 
or personal care items to those in our community who 
are in need.  And, during this time of year the 
Ministerium provides assistance to individuals that are 
having a difficult time paying for much needed utilities.   
Funds will be collected through the end of the month 
and a check will be sent to the Ministerium.  Our act of 
sharing may help our neighbor heat their home or keep 
the lights on during a difficult time in their lives. 
Thank you for sharing! 
Mary Sanders  

†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥† 
 

Follow-ups: 
Thank you from:  

Veterans United Outreach of Delaware 
 

Dear St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, 
 Veterans United Outreach of Delaware would 
like to thank you for your heartwarming generous 
donations. The $100.00 check from one of your 
parishioners, along with the 3 ($10.00 each) Royal 
Farm Gift Cards, the 3 ($10.00 each) Wawa Gift Cards 
and the 3 pair of shoes, will all be used to help our 
Veterans. The $100.00 will help in paying towards 
utilities, rent, groceries, etc. The Gift Cards are great 
for us to be able to handout for gas to get to a doctor’s 
appointment or interviews/work. The 3 pairs of shoes 
went up to Victory Village in Middletown (one of the 
places we work with) to be handed out to veterans in 
need there.  
 All of our donations go back out to help our 
Veterans 100%, we are an all-volunteer organization. If 
you would like to volunteer with us, or just want more 
information on what we do, please feel free to contact 
me. 

Thanks again, 
Kathy Steele, Treasurer 

(302) 223-8277 
Veterans United Outreach of Delaware  

 

♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥ 
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“WHAT’S HAPPENING” 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

February    
2/07 Marge Lamb 
2/10 Muff Meyers 
2/11 Terry Merrill 
2/12 Lisa Embert 
2/14 Larry Thornton 
2/15 Scott Murray 
2/16 Michael Statham 
2/19 Marsyl DePhillis 
2/20 Tanya Wheeler 
2/22 Dotty Savastani 
2/23 Steve Putman, Joel Margavage 
Happy Belated Birthday (1/6) to Phyllis Moses! 

Anniversaries 
2/3 Dennis & Jane Quein, Ernie & Jane Skaggs 
2/4 Harold & Denise Warnett 
2/18 John & Lisa Embert 
2/22 Bill & Kathy Spanarelli 
2/23 Abraham & Nancy Saamoi 
2/29 Greg & Dawn Ellis 

†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥ 
If anyone would like to brag about a milestone birthday, 
anniversary, graduation, retirement, birth of a child or 
grandchild or any major event in your lives, this is the 
place to do it!!! Call the office and we’ll make sure to get it 
into the Spire so we can all enjoy your news!! 

***************************************************************** 
If you would like to have the Altar flowers put in Church In 
Memory of or in Thanksgiving for someone, please sign 
your name next to the date on the charts in the Parish Hall 
(next to the kitchen). The florist will bill you (Note: the 
price for both vases is $40.00) or if you would like to have 
the Aumbry Candle ($20.00 a month) please sign up. 

††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††† 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS – February  
3rd   Melody Richards     

10th  

17th   Shirley Biddle  

24th   Lavoura Cahall 
 

AUMBRY CANDLE – February 

No One 
 

February Parish Cycle of Prayer: 
 

3rd    Tom Campbell & Sue Poteau  
 Georgia & Temple Carter 
 

10th Suzanne & Tom Chafin   
 Lee, Jean & Lois Clampffer 
 

17th   Jim & Becky Correll 
 Ken Correll 
 

24th  Dennis & Charlotte Costello 
 Ronnie Coverdale 

♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥ 

Patter from Preschool 
 Burr!! Baby its cold out there! I think I’m glad 
January is over. It’s hard to be happy when things look 
so grey. No lights blinking and shining. The dreaded 
white stuff falling along with ICE. NO!! 
 We have talked about snowmen, winter, and 
penguins. The end of the month brought Parent 
Conferences. I look forward to this so I can spend 
some one on one time with each of you. We don’t get 
that during drop off or pick up.  
 As we look toward February, the month of love ♥, 
hoping we are spared snow, ice, etc. Warm hands, 
warm hearts!!  

Stay warm and safe, 
Beth Wessell 

 

Feb. 2nd - “Phil” do your thing, show us spring!!!!! 
 

☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺ 

Important/Fun Dates for February: 
2/2 Ground Hog Day 
2/3 Super Bowl- Patriots Vs Rams 
2/5 Chinese New Year Begins (Year of the Pig)  
2/12 Abraham Lincoln’s Birthday 
2/14 ♥ Valentine’s Day ♥ 
2/15 National Gum Drop Day 
2/17 Random Act of Kindness Day 
2/18 President’s Day 
2/22 George Washington’s Birthday 
2/26 Tell a Fairy Tale Day 

 

☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺ 

 

♬♪♩♫ Choir Rehearsal ♬♪♩♫ 
Please come and join us, Thursday Nights at 7pm! 

Phyllis Moses, Choir Director 
 

 

 

☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺ 


