
 

 1 

             
“A Community of Faith Offering Hospitality, Hope and Healing” 

January 2019                                   Volume 38, No. 1 
 

Rector’s Reflections 

As a New Year approaches we reflect on the 
experiences we enjoyed and the things we 
accomplished during the year. It’s also a time we 
reflect on what we would like or need to accomplish 
in the coming year. One item that has a tendency to 
be put off is the making our Will or updating our 
Will.  

Having a Will is an act of stewardship as our Book 
of Common Prayer (BCP) points out: 

The Minister of the Congregation is 
directed to instruct the people, from time to 
time, about the duty of Christian parents 
to make prudent provision for the well-being 
of their families, and of all persons to make 
wills, while they are in health, arranging 
for the disposal of their temporal goods, not 
neglecting, if they are able, to leave 
bequests for religious and charitable uses. 

A Will is our final words we will say in this world to 
those who remain here. The Church encourages 
Christians to have these words include a statement 
of our faith and hope in two ways. 

First, as a profession of our belief and hope in 
eternal life with God. An example of this language 
might be: “I believe in our Lord, Jesus Christ, and 
am secure in God’s love for me and the resurrection 
of life promised through the life, passion, death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. I leave those who 
survive me the comfort of knowing that I have died in 
this faith and now am with my Lord in eternal glory.” 

Second, as an act of financial stewardship in this 
world to continue proclaiming God’s presence and 
love. An example of this language might be: “As a 
final act of faith and thanksgiving for all the blessings 
of my life, I direct that (insert percentage or dollar 
amount) of my estate be given to (insert name of 
parish, diocese, or Christian institution) to continue 
God’s work in the world.” 

 

 

If we already have a Will and don’t wish to write an 
entirely new Will, it is possible to add an addendum 
to our Will, called a codicil, to include our profession 
of faith.  

God’s wisdom created our cycle of life in such a way 
that we leave this world as we entered it—without 
possessions. When we live healthy stewardship, we 
transfer title of our tangible assets to those important 
to us. For those of us who say God and the Church 
are important in our life, will we remember God and 
the Church in this process? 

This naming isn’t limited to Wills. We can also 
provide for the stewardship of God’s work through 
including the Church as a beneficiary on a financial 
account, retirement plan, or life insurance policy as 
well as transferring any physical asset, stocks or 
mutual funds directly to the Church. 

I have named St. Peter’s as a primary beneficiary on 
a retirement account. St. Peter’s will always hold a 
special place in my heart as my first rectorship and I 
want to participate in building its future as I am 
participating in building our present. 

St. Peter’s Church would be significantly less than it 
is, if it would be here at all, without the generosity of 
many parishioners throughout its history 
remembering and saying how important St. Peter’s 
was to their lives through including St. Peter’s in the 
final distribution of their earthly assets. 

Thank you for all you have done to make our 2018 
ministry and mission for God fruitful and productive 
in the “Episcopal Branch of the Jesus Movement” 
(phrase from Presiding Bishop Michael Curry). I look 
forward to continued fruitful mission work and 
sharing hospitality, hope and healing in 2019. 

I know God will richly bless you in 2019. May you 
know how deeply God loves and cares for you! I 
send you much love and prayers for your well-being. 

In Christ’s Love and Service, DJ+ 
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†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥† 
Thank You to each of you who sent me a card, gave 
me a gift, or contributed to the financial gift. My life is 
truly blessed and enriched by knowing and loving 
each of you. I am grateful God has given me this 
wonderful opportunity to join you in St. Peter’s 
ministry in Smyrna. Thank you for who you are and 
for your willingness to be a visible sign of God’s love! 
I am grateful.  
In Christ’s Service & Love, DJ+ 

†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥† 
 

Highlights from 12/16/2018 Vestry Meeting 

The main highlights were: 

 Learned the repairs for the organ are complete. 
The final bill was $7,650. 

 The Advance and Development Grant of $5,000 
(that does not need to be repaid) as well as a 
challenge grant where a generous parishioner 
donated $1,325 and the diocese gave a 100% 
match of $1,325 paid the total bill for the organ 
repairs.  

 Were reminded St. Peter’s is one of several 
churches being highlighted at Convention in 
January. The rector submitted a 500-word article 
for the next Communion pamphlet and we need to 
make a 4-minute video to be shown at convention. 
Discussed idea of using a drone with a camera to 
take aerial views of the church and cemetery for 
the video. Also discussed the video then being 
used without sound as the background on our 
website that is being redesigned. 

 Learned 1 four-year-old and 1 three-year-old left 
our Preschool to attend the preschool at North 
Elementary. Attendance is now 10 four-year-olds 
and 6 three-year-olds. (Editor’s note: week after 
vestry meeting another four-year-old also left for 
North Elementary so four-year-olds now 9.) 

 Dawn Edwards and Linda Slicher (absent) were 
thanked for their service on Vestry as they are 
completing their three-year term. Mary Sanders 
was also thanked as she completed one-year of 
an open term. 

 Approval of the November minutes were tabled to 
our January meeting. 

 Approved the Rector’s 2019 Housing Allowance. 

 Were reminded the Rector is working on setting 
up twelve step meetings for Christians which will 
focus on the effects of our separation from God 
and using the 12-steps as a tool for strengthening 
our connection with God.  

 

 Outreach for December will be collecting gift cards 
from Wawa or Royal Farms for Veterans United 
Outreach of Delaware to help veterans needing 
transportation. 

 Treasurer Bob Merrill distributed the November 
financial reports.  

 A special Vestry meeting will be held on Sunday, 
January 6 after the 10AM service for the sole 
purpose of reviewing the 2019 budget. 

 The next regular Vestry meeting is Sunday, 
January 20 following the Annual Meeting to elect 
Officers and Delegates for the 2020 Convention. 

†0†††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††† 
 

Vestry Members 
January 2019 January 2020 January 2021 
Dawn Edwards Shirley Biddle Elvis Belle 
Mary Sanders Ray DePhillis Paul Buckley 
Linda Slicher Dorris Wheeler Jim Vaughn 

2018 Officers: 
Jim Vaughn, Sr. Warden Paul Buckley, Jr. Warden 
Bob Merrill, Treasurer Lisa Embert, Secretary 

 

 
Our Thanks this month go to… 

Dorris Wheeler and Paula Kirk for filling in for Kathy 
Steele while she was serving jury duty. 

Paul Buckley for replacing the small water heater 
under the sink in the Parish Hall bathroom. 

Danny Holmes for installing an LED light on the parish 
hall roof to light the handicap ramp and yard area. 

Mary Sanders and those who serve on the Altar Guild 
for their help and dedication all year long. 

Parishioners who came in Monday, December 24 to 
green the Church. 

Shirley Biddle for organizing our Christmas Eve 
pageant, The Day that Baby Jesus Came to Town. 

Dedication and service of our officers: Jim Vaughn, 
Senior Warden; Paul Buckley, Junior Warden; Bob 
Merrill, Treasurer; Lisa Embert, Secretary; Becky 
Cronin, Bookkeeper. 

Dawn Edwards, Mary Sanders, and Linda Slicher for 
their three years of service on the Vestry. 

†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥ 
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We have had a busy Outreach year and it is our hope 
that we have made a difference in our community.   
Thank you for your support in 2018 for our Outreach 
Projects.  Best wishes for a Blessed New Year and 
may we all having a giving heart in 2019. 
Mary Sanders 
 

Matthew 25:35-45 

35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I 

was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a 

stranger and you invited me in,36 I needed clothes and 

you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was 

in prison and you came to visit me.’ 

37 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we 

see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you 

something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger 

and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe 

you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to 

visit you?’ 

40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did 

for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, 

you did for me.’ 
†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥† 

 

January Outreach:  
PIC (Personal Items Closet) @ 

Ewell~St. Paul’s, Clayton 
 

The community P.I.C. (Personal Items Closet) located 
at Ewell~St. Paul United Methodist Church in Clayton 
asks for donations to help stock the closet. These 
items are given out to those in need in our area. They 
are items that cannot be bought with food stamps. 
 

Below is a list of some items they are looking for:  
Laundry detergent (liquid or powder)  
Shampoo, Bar Soap, Toothpaste, Deodorant 
Dish detergent (not for machines) 
Toilet paper, Paper towels 
Shaving Cream, Razors, Feminine products 
 

Any questions please contact Mary Sanders or feel 
free to call the office.  

♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥ 
 

 
 
 

Follow-ups: 
Christmas for Residents at 

Delaware Home for the Chronically ILL (DHCI) 
(Mary Sanders – organizer) 

 

In November we collected gift items for the 
residents of DHCI.  Your generous gifts for the 
residents were delivered in early December.  Thank 
you to all who brought in clothing, personal care items, 
gift card, and other miscellaneous items from the DHCI 
Christmas Wish List.  Each resident received a 
Christmas gift to enjoy. 

A special thank you to the staff and volunteers at 
DHCI who are there daily to provide services for each 
resident.  A special thank you to our church family who 
give of their time to help staff the gift shop each week.   

Wishing you a New Year of Caring and Sharing! 
Mary Sanders 
 

 
 

†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥ 
 

 
Dinner with Santa and Mrs. Claus,  

Friday, December 7, 2018 

Many, many thanks to all that donated food and or 
helped with the Dinner with Santa and Mrs. Claus on 
Friday, December 7. Special thanks to Kelvin Arnold, 
Kathy Young and Dawn Edwards for Santa, the Mrs. 
and their helper. Also, special thanks to Shirley Biddle 
for providing gift bags for Santa to pass out to the 
children. The crowd was small this year but our efforts 
were not!!!  
 

Thanks again;  
Dorris Wheeler,  
Evangelism Ministry 
 

☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺† 
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Mark your Calendars: 
01/20 Annual Parish Mtg. – 1 Service @ 9:00am, 

Meeting @ 10:00am    Annual Parish Mtg. – 1 Service @ 9:00am, Meeting @ 10:00am  
 11:00am Brief Vestry Mtg. & Lunch 
01/21 Office Closed – Holiday 
01/25 Diocesan Convention –  
 Princess Royale, Ocean City, MD 
01/26 Diocesan Convention –  
 Princess Royale, Ocean City, MD 
01/27 Fundraising Committee Meeting, 11:15am (CR) 

 

††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††† 

 

Neda Biggs 9:15am Book Discussion Group 
 

The book discussion group continues to meet each 
Sunday from 9:15 to 9:50am in the Common Room. 
We decided to read N. T. Wright’s new devotional, 
Advent for Everyone (Luke) during Advent, 
beginning December 1st. We will continue with 
Presiding Bishop Curry’s book, Crazy Christians, 
after Christmas. All are invited to attend and share. 
Please let Neda Biggs know if you would like a copy 
of either book.  

 

†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥ 
 

 
Thank You, Thank you, Thank you from the 

bottom of our hearts ♥ to those that left us 

Christmas cards, emails and/or a thoughtful gift! 
We truly love ♥ our St. Peter’s family.  
 

I would also like to thank those that signed up 
and those that actually had to come in and sit to 
answer the phone while I had Jury Duty. (Good 
News is they can’t call me again for 2 years!)  
 
We wish each and every one a very Happy, 
Healthy, Prosperous and Blessed New Year!  

In Christian Love, 
Kathy & Smoke Steele 

 

†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥ 
 

2019 

 

Patter from Preschool 
  Happy New Year 2019! The dried Christmas trees 
have been out on the curb for several weeks, the sales 
are over. Unless you need windshield washer fluid or 
storage totes. A very sad time of year but it will get 
better.  
 We had a great visit with Mrs. & Santa Claus. The 
children knew what they wanted, told him, received a 
small gift and that was it.  
 The 3’s donated hats, socks and scarves to go to 
Code Purple and the 4’s packed take away bags for 
those in need filled with toothpaste & toothbrushes, 
floss, chapstick, Q-tips, Handwarmers, hand sanitizer, 
snacks, etc. We had an assembly line that made it a 
group activity. Great lessons! 
 Winter is here and so are snowflakes, snowmen 
and mittens. Before we know it Valentines will be on 
the plans. Oh my!!  

Enjoy the promise of spring, 
Beth Wessell 

 

☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺ 

Important/Fun Dates for January: 
1/1 Happy New Year!! 2019 
1/4 National Spaghetti Day 
1/6 Epiphany  
1/6 Cuddle Up Day 
1/19 National Popcorn Day 
1/21 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
1/21 National Hugging Day 
1/25 Opposite Day 
1/28 National Kazoo Day 

 

☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺ 
 

♬♪♩♫ Choir Rehearsal ♬♪♩♫ 
Please come and join us, Thursday Nights at 7pm! 

Phyllis Moses, Choir Director 
 

 

☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺ 
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 “WHAT’S HAPPENING” 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

January   
1/2 Chelsey Jones 
1/3 Kay Wood-Bailey 
 
1/6 Elvis Belle, Beverly Ratty 
1/9 Robb Davies, Tom Chafin 
1/19 Paula Buckley, Temple Carter 
1/21 Neda Biggs 
1/27 Missy Vaughn, Bruce Devall 
1/29 Mary Morris 
1/31 Rhys Wisher 

Anniversaries 
None 
 

†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥†♥ 
If anyone would like to brag about a milestone birthday, 
anniversary, graduation, retirement, birth of a child or 
grandchild or any major event in your lives, this is the place 
to do it!!! Call the office and we’ll make sure to get it into the 
Spire so we can all enjoy your news!! 

***************************************************************** 
If you would like to have the Altar flowers put in Church In 
Memory of or in Thanksgiving for someone, please sign 
your name next to the date on the charts in the Parish Hall 
(next to the kitchen). The florist will bill you (Note: the 
price for both vases is $40.00) or if you would like to have 
the Aumbry Candle ($20.00 a month) please sign up. 

††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††† 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS – January  
6th     Georgia Carter & Catherine Huidekoper 

13th  

20th     

27th   Melody Richards 
 

AUMBRY CANDLE – January 

Mo. Donna Jean 
 

 

January Parish Cycle of Prayer: 
 

6th     Leroy Brown & Stan McIntyre 
 Etta Brownell 
 

13th Paul & Paula Buckley   
 Wayne & Susan Burris 
 

20th   Outgoing Vestry: Dawn Edwards,  
 Mary Sanders, Linda Slicher 
 

27th  2019 Vestry Members 
  

 

 

 

 

 

☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺ 
2018 Outreach 

We at St. Peters’ are a caring group of people striving 
to show God’s love and presence by sharing our many 
blessings with others in our community.  Our outreach 
events touch many lives and each year we make an 
effort to look for new projects that help our neighbors in 
need.  Below are the Outreach events scheduled for 
this year by month.  Some changes have been made to 
allow us to collect funds or items to meet dates items 
are needed.   
I thank you for your help in 2017 and look forward to 
another year of caring and sharing in 2018.  If you have 
suggestion for other Outreach projects, please contact 
me or Stan McIntyre (8:00 service).   
Thank you! Mary Sanders 
 

January – PIC (Personal Items Closet) at 
Ewell~St. Paul’s, Clayton 

 

February –Souper Bowl of Caring funds for 
Smyrna/Clayton Ministerium 
            Lent – ERD (Episcopal Relief & Development) 
 

March – Asbury Food Pantry 
 Lunch with Easter Bunny, Sat. 31st, 11am – 1pm 
 

April – PIC  
 

May – Asbury Food Pantry 
 

June – Home of the Brave (Jim Sbarra – organizer) 
 

July – Asbury Food Pantry   
          Alex’s Lemonade Stand  
(Mary Sanders– organizer) 
 

August – Backpacks for Education  
(Terry & Chris Merrill – organizers) 

 

September – Kent County Animal Shelter and SPCA 
   (Mary Sanders – organizer) 
 

October – Smyrna Thanksgiving Gathering –  
Funds collected to assist with event 
 

November – DHCI Christmas Gifts for residents  
        (Mary Sanders – organizer) 

 

December – Veterans United Outreach of DE 
(Mary Sanders– organizer)  

Dinner with Santa and Mrs. Claus, Fri. 7th, 5-7pm  
 
**Outreach projects for consideration – Chairperson 
needed: 
 

Circle of Hope Dinner (Asbury Church) 
Habitat for Humanity (Work crew or lunch provider) 
Code Purple in Smyrna (Collection of needed items) 
  

Mary Sanders (659-1466 or Mezzer54@yahoo.com) 

☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺†☺ 

 

mailto:Mezzer54@yahoo.com

